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In 1858, Drs. Henry Gray and Henry Vandyke Carter created a book for their surgical colleagues

that established an enduring standard among anatomical texts. After more than 150 years of

continuous publication, Grayâ€™s Anatomy remains the definitive, comprehensive reference on the

subject, offering ready access to the information you need to ensure safe, effective practice. This

41st edition has been meticulously revised and updated throughout, reflecting the very latest

understanding of clinical anatomy from field leaders around the world. The bookâ€™s traditional

lavish art programme and clear text have been further honed and enhanced, while major advances

in imaging techniques and the new insights they bring are fully captured in new state-of-the-art

X-ray, CT, MR, and ultrasonic images.
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Totally distinct from earlier editions is the radically different organization of this classical textbook:

the human body is no longer described as containing different systems - the skeleton, the vascular

system, the nervous system,...- but the body is now divided in regions. The reason for this radical

change, chief editor Susan Standring (King's College, London) explains, is that in the real world,

practising clinicians in their daily practice use a regional approach, rather than a systemic view.

Therefore, it is understood that the new, 39th Edition of Gray's Anatomy is more adapted to the

needs of surgeons, radiologists and other clinicians, than to medical students or scientists interested



in the area of human anatomy. However, there is some consideration of the editors for a section

`systemic overview'. So, the endocrine system, the blood (haematopoietic) and immune system are

not entirely overlooked.In particular, when regarding the master gland of the endocrine system,

namely the pituitary, readers should know that this organ may be found in the `region' of the

diencephalon (Section 2.1.). So, neuroanatomists may rejoice that they finally regained control over

the capital region of the human body, and over all body functions regulated by this region.

Unfortunately, unlike the 38th Edition, the editor of this section has decided to relapse into a

terminology that was already obsolete 15 years ago. `Chromophobic' cells belong to the dark ages

when new imaging techniques were still looming for their curious but ignorant discoverers.
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